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      PROGRESS AND CHANGE  
Good progress continued to be made in income generation with our partners in 

Northern Albania.  The challenge in 2007 was to establish a future direction for 

Aid for Trade which would be cost effective and manageable, build on our 

work experience in Romania and Albania and which could enable us to help 

many more people begin to generate their own  income from trading or by 

starting a ómicroô business. 
 
Our research, a special conference  and meetings with several large mission agencies led to 

definition of a new vision for Aid for Trade: 

 

To assist Christian mission and charity workers in serving the poor in developing 

countries, through a comprehensive internet resource for high integrity  income 

generation and job creation. 
 

There are many thousands of mission and charity workers in developing countries most 

working with poor communities.  If we could encourage and enable these workers to help 

start new microenterprises for income generation and job creation a significant contribution 

to poverty reduction might be made. 
 
This is an exciting and unique development to provide free global 

access via  a new website to offer: 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Help is needed for internet research, which can be done at home. 

 

  AID for TRADE PARTNERSHIPS  
 
Most of the 30 families helped,  by individual and group 

donations to start a  home based  income generating  

project in Romania and Albania have been able to con-

tinue to generate income from a variety of trading  

activities.   

A very dry summer  gave poor crop yields -  the average 

family income generated by these projects in Albania was 

about £120.  

This is the third year and some families are planning  to 

pay back the loans provided, to help other families.  In 

Romania, due to closure of the supporting partner charity 

loans returned will be donated to the Day Centre which 

Link Romania is supporting. 
Stocking the Farmers Association shop in Albania 

¶ Enterprise  and start up training modules 

¶ A wide portfolio of small business opportunities 

¶ A code of good practice for high integrity business 

¶ Access to loan funding 

¶ Mentoring and market support 

                 CREATING INCOME AND JOBS FOR THE POOR  
www.aidfortrade.org.uk 



First Microenterprise 

Conference 
A conference held in collaboration with the 

Trussell Trust was attended by  twenty charity 

and mission representatives who shared their 

experiences and opportunities and agreed that the 

type of service which Aid for Trade was planning 

would be helpful 

Albania 
A group of six village women from one of the 

highest villages in the Shkrel district were given 

specialist training in home cheese production. Aid for Trade 

Partnership funding was provided to help each family buy the 

basic equipment needed so they all make the same cheese for 

collective sale. 
 
Three ladies were given sewing machines and produced 

lavender bags which are being test marketed  in the UK.  Half 

an acre of lavender has been planted and 

harvested.  Honey packed in glass jars in homes 

has been well accepted as much better than using 

coke bottles!  Honey yield this year was low, so 

sales were down on last year.  

Cultivation of wild sage has created 40 seasonal 

jobs and with some investment help from the 

Transformational Business Network, plans are 

being made to add value and extend the area. 

planted in 2008 

 

 
  Microfarm Plans   
 
The agreed plan to establish a 

microscale demonstration 

farm, was postponed until 

Spring 2008, due to the sage 

cultivation workload this year 

AID TRUCK WITH 

SHOEBOXES 
 

Link Romania generously donated 3,000 

shoeboxes to the Shkrel community which 

were very gratefully received.  The 

truckload  included 58 sewing machines 10 

computers, clothing, bedding, toys, 25 

wheel chairs and a variety of walking aids.  

These arrived just before Christmas and 

gave a big boost to the community.  Some 

items will be useful in new income 

generating projects 

2008 An on line survey is underway to generate feedback from mission and 

charity field workers to help direct Aid for Trade development and a local  

Steering Group has now been established.  It is hoped as far as funds allow, to 

continue supporting our partners in Northern Albania and we are a  starting  

pilot microbusiness projects in Uganda and Kosovo 

THANK YOU 

ALL VERY 

MUCH FOR 

YOUR 

SUPPORT AND 

HELP IN 2007 
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